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Claims 1-14 (canceled) 

15. (origiDal) A structure of metal intercomiects, comprising: 
a first dielectric layer, having a first opening therein; 

a first metal layer, formed in the first opening; and 

a first protective layer, formed on the surface of the first metal layer not covered by the 
first dielectric layer. 

16. (original) The structure according to claim 1S» wherein the first metal layer is 
comprised of copper. 

17. (original) The structure according to claim 15, further comprising a first stop layer 
on the surface of the first dielectric layer with the first opening formed in the first dielectric layer 
and the first stop layer. 

18. (original) The structure according to claim 15, fiirtfaer comprising: 

a second dielectric layer, formed over the first dielectric layer, wherein the second 
dielectric layer has a second opening therein cutting througji the first protective layer to expose 
the first metal layei^ 

a second metal layer, being filled into the second opening; and 

a second protective layer, formed on the surface of the second metal layer not covered by 
the second dielectric layer. 

19. (original) The structure according to claim 18, wherein the second metal layer is 
comprised of copper. 

20. (or^nal) The structure according to claim 18, fiirther comprising a second stop layer 
on the surface of the second dielectric layer, wherein the second opening is formed in the second 
dielectric layer and the second stop layer. 
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No new matter has been added to the application by the amendments made to the claims. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 
J.C. PATENTS 



Dated: 5 / ( 1 T^y <^^^^ 

Jiawei Huang U 
Correspondence Address: Registration No. 43,330 

4 Venture, Suite 250 
Irvine, CA. 92618 
Tel: (949) 660-0761 
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